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worship is? no doubt, plausible.   But, Abercrombie's purpose-
is to show the difference between the true prophet and the false

one. Jesus Christ is a true prophet, not by his doctrines or
philosophy but on account of true saint! iness in life and con-
quest of ego. The crucifixion is not of his own choice. If
Christianity has triumphed It Is not because of a concocted
doctrine. It is because Christ has lived his life and passed oa
to his disciples what he practised. He is a perfect master of him-
self and so he offers to be crucified for speaking the truth. It is
not the case with Peregrinus. The burning itself on the part of
the pagan philosopher Is the most ambitious desire, but in
Christ there Is disinterested living. Abercrombie does not
emphasize the idea of the false prophet. In the case of Pfere-
grinus, it is not Self-worship but Ego-worship in actual living.
His doctrine sounds all right In theory. The crowd, as is
always the case, cannot discern between a real saint and a faked
one. Marcon's views are coloured by his devout following or
by what he has Inherited or adopted. But, the reader's views
should be clear on this point, as he cannot miss the Imp-
licit irony which is really wonderful on the part of the poet, as
Peregrinus shows signs of cowardice and not control over him-
self in the end.

vL The Sale of Saint Thomas

Abercrombie reaches the highest pinnacle of his philosophy
In "The Sale of Saint Thomas" (1931). The hero of the play is
the proverbial doubting Thomas, one of the apostles of Christ,
entrusted with preaching the gospel to India. The first act of
play was written In 1911 but Abercrombie took nearly twenty-
years to finish the last five acts. It Is here that he propounds
the doctrine of the "Palace of Souls". Though there are
certain passages which seem to throw doubt as to whether
Abercrombie has had a mere vision of the "Palace of Souls**1"
or whether he has lived for any considerable time as an inmate
of the Palace, it is certain that it represents the high-water mark,
of his philosophic achievement, And his message in the domain
of metaphysics is to be found, If at ail, here alone.

Saint Thomas is one of the elect of the Christian Church.
He has had direct contact with Jesus the Christ,   He has be en